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PUBLIC SPEAKS LOUDLY ON TRANSPORTATION PRIORITIES:

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY PROVIDES STRONG GUIDANCE ON
TRANSPORTATION ISSUES TO POLICYMAKERS

TRANSACTION 2030 TRANSPORTATION SURVEY RESULTS

Frustrated with traffic, residents across Northern Virginia said they are willing to pay
for the transportation improvements most important to them, according to a survey of 1,263
residents conducted for the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA) by QSA
Research & Strategy of Alexandria, Virginia.

Respondents were asked to identify their commuting patterns, the means of travel and
transportation corridors they used most often, their priorities for improvements within those
corridors, and how much they would be willing to pay on average each day to get their highest
priority project built. According to the survey, two-thirds of residents are frustrated with the
trips they take and of those almost nine in ten expressed frustration with “traffic” as the reason.

Half of the respondents said that public transportation is their top priority, while over
one-quarter chose road improvements. Surprisingly, even about half of those who do not use
transit picked that option as their top priority. There were no differences by jurisdiction.
Respondents from Prince William County were as likely to favor public transportation
improvements as respondents from Arlington County.

When asked about priorities for the corridors they frequently use, respondents voted for
multi-modal transportation solutions. Sixty percent of respondents that travel the Route
7/Dulles Corridor reported extending Metrorail to Dulles Airport and Ashburn in Loudoun
County to be their highest priority project. Respondents that travel the 1-66 corridor favored
widening 1-66 between the Beltway and Gainesville. Respondents who travel the Beltway
corridor were as likely to support the construction of a Metrorail link between the Dunn Loring
Metrorail station and Maryland as they were of widening the Beltway.

When asked how much they would be willing to pay on average each day for
improvements that would expand public transportation service and reduce crowding on
Metrorail and VRE, eighty-five percent of respondents said they are willing to pay to expand
public transportation and reduce crowding on Metro and VRE. More than seven in ten
residents said they would be willing to pay to use high occupancy toll (HOT) lanes if they were
available to avoid being stuck in traffic. Among revenue generating options, area residents find
increases in the sales tax more acceptable than a gas tax. And seventy percent would vote for
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state bonds backed by income taxes to pay for all types of transportation improvements in
Northern Virginia.

For members of the Transportation Authority, whose members include state and local
leaders, the results show that Northern Virginians are frustrated enough by their trips that they
want more and better road and transit capacity and said they are willing to pay for their highest
priority improvements.

Members of the NVTA will use the input provided by respondents to assist them in
drawing up their blueprint for future investments in the region’s transportation system. In
addition to the survey, the Authority is sponsoring booths at community events and county
fairs and will be hosting a public information meeting in the fall. A copy of the survey
presentation is available at www.TransAction2030.com.

QSA Research and Strategies of Alexandria, Virginia conducted the telephone survey
for the Authority between April 26 and May 10, 2005 with 1,263 respondents. The statistical
margin of error is +/- 2.8 percentage points for the sample as whole.
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Northern Virginia Transportation Authority Members

*Councilman David F. Snyder, NVTA Chairman; Falls Church City Council
703-248-5014
dsnyder@aiadc.org (Work)

*Board Member Christopher Zimmerman, NVTA Vice Chairman; Arlington County
Board 703-228-3130 (Amy Miller)
cz.arl@verizon.net (Work)

Delegate Vincent F. Callahan, Jr., Virginia House of Delegates
703-356-1925
Del_Callahan@house.state.va.us

Chairman Sean T. Connaughton, Prince William County Board of County Supervisors
703-792-4640 (Stella)
sconnaughton@pwcgov.org (Work)
*Supervisor Martin Nohe (Alternate) 703-792-4620
mnohe@pwcgov.org (Work)

*Chairman Gerald E. Connolly, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
703-324-4972 (Linda Freeman)
chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov (Work)

Mayor William D. Euille, City of Alexandria
703-838-4500 (Beth Temple)
alexvamayor@aol.com (Work)

*Delegate Jeff Frederick, Virginia House of Delegates
703-490-8405
delegate@va52.com (Work)

Mayor Robert F. Lederer, City of Fairfax
703-385-7850 (Fran Chester)
rlederer@fairfaxva.gov (Work)

Senator William Mims, Virginia Senate

703-779-1888 (Adrienne Marra)
mims@malpc.net (Work)
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*Dennis Morrison, Administrator, Northern District Office, VDOT
703-383-2477
Dennis.Morrison@VDOT.Virginia.gov (Work)

*Vice Mayor Harry J. "Hal" Parrish, Il, City of Manassas
703-368-3121
hparrish2@starpower.net (Work)

Councilman Bryan Polk, Manassas Park City Council
703-368-5348
bepolk@comcast.net (Work)

Karen Rae, Director, VDRPT

804-786-1051

karen.rae@DRPT.Virginia.gov (Work)
*Sharmila Samarasinghe (Alternate)

*Margaret E. G. Vanderhye, Governor's Appointee
703-442-0422
mgvanderhye@yahoo.com (Work)

*Chairman Scott K. York, Loudoun County Board of Supervisors

703-777-0204 (Sandy Truslow)
chairmanyork@adelphia.net (Work)

* indicates present at July 28, 2005 meeting when QSA Research & Strategy
presented the results of the TransAction 2030 telephone survey.
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